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Piedmont Makers’ youth robotics program grows to over 100 teams
Submitted by Alya Hameed
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Robots kicks off their season

Nearly 700 K-12 students
from Piedmont and the
East Bay, including Lam-
orinda, are participating
in youth robotics pro-
grams organized by
Piedmont Makers this
fall. Robotics has become
the largest non-sports
activity in Piedmont, af-
ter Scouting, as Pied-
mont Makers continue to
use robotics to inspire
youth to be innovators
and creative problem
solvers in 5.T.E.A.M.
Participants hail from 20
other cities across the
East Bay, including Oak-
land, Berkeley, Alameda,
Moraga, Orinda, and
Lafayette, with Lamor-

inda students accounting
for nearly 10% of
participants.

Over 200 parent
coaches and student
mentors from across the
community have volun-
teered to lead teams.
Piedmont Makers has
also hired Moraga resi-
dent Alya Hameed as a
FIRST LEGO League Pro-
gram Manager. Over the
summer, Hameed
worked tirelessly to co-
ordinate with families
and coaches to form
over 100 teams (includ-
ing 10 new teams in
Lamorinda) and secured
the equipment for the
season, which kicked off
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the mission models at their first practice

in August.

This December,
Piedmont Makers will
host its largest-ever ro-
botics tournament at
Piedmont Middle School,
transforming it into
“Piedmont Makersville”
for two days of innova-
tion projects, robotics
competitions, and Maker
fun. FLL Challenge
teams (grades 4-8) will
compete for the Cham-
pion’s Award, given to
the team excelling in ro-
bot performance, robot
design, innovation pro-
ject, and core values. The
weekend will also fea-
ture the FLL Explore
Expo, a showcase of pro-

jects from the youngest
roboticists and will be
open to the community
to attend.

Teams have already
kicked off their seasons,
inspired by this year’s
theme of ocean explo-
ration. For the youngest
students (grades K-3) in
the FIRST LEGO League
Explore division, prac-
tices have combined
ocean activities with
LEGO building and pro-
gramming. Their season
will culminate in De-
cember’s Explore Expo,
where all the teams will
present their final
ocean-themed LEGO
models and poster pro-
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jects to each other and
the community.

FLL Challenge teams
(grades 4-8) build au-
tonomous robots with
LEGO Spike kits to solve
15 different LEGO mis-
sions on a tabletop field.
They also need to re-
search a problem tied to
this season’s ocean
theme and propose a so-
lution that they present
to a panel of adult judges
as part of the Innovation
Project. “It's a great way
to practice your creativ-
ity!” says Ryan Morrison,
PMS 7th grader. A record
37 teams are competing
at the Challenge level
this season, which rep-
resents 50% year-over-
year growth. Their sea-
son kicked off at the be-
ginning of August and
teams are now building
and brainstorming the
best strategies to solve
the season’s challenges.
Teams will next meet in
a robot scrimmage in
October and project
scrimmage in November
before the Community
Tournament in
December.

This past Saturday
morning, FIRST Tech
Challenge teams (grades
7-12) gathered in the
Ross Engineering Lab at
Piedmont High to watch
the grand reveal of this
season’s “Into the Deep”
challenge. Piedmont’s
FTC division has grown
to eight teams this year
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with over 60 kids.
Coached by parents and
mentored by FIRST Ro-
botics Challenge teamn
members, each team will
design and build a
driver-controlled robot
18 inches in each di-
mension that competes
on a 12 foot square
field.The teams will face
off in a Piedmont scrim-
mage in October, and
then compete against
other Bay Area teams in
regional tournaments.
Piedmont Makers is
hosting a regional FTC
tournament in January
2025.

At the end of Sep-
tember, Highlander Ro-
botics Team 8033 will
compete in the presti-
gious Chezy Champs
event at Bellarmine Prep
in San Jose. This compe-
tition attracts top teams
from across the country
and around the world
including many from the
Bay Area. For example,
one of the teams from
last season’s world
championship winning
alliance — Orbit from Is-
rael -- will be competing
at the event. 8033 also is
very much in the con-
versation securing a di-
vision finalist finish at
2024 Worlds making it a
Top 50 team in the
world. If you want to ex-
perience high school ro-
botics at a truly elite
level, please attend Sep-
tember 27-29!

For more information on Piedmont Makers

Robotics, please visit

www.piedmontmakers.org/robotics or email
robotics@piedmontmakers.org.

SHOP ORINDA

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair Stucco Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, GOOGLE & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

Shop Orinda!
At the NEW and LIKE NEW
Consignment Store Boutique

Zamboni’s

PIZZA COMPANY

1 CAMINO SOBRANTE (925) 254-2800
Across the street from Orinda Safeway

PROUDLY SERVING

Thin Crust Pizza
Deep Dish Pizza
Calzones
Fresh Salads

Pizza by the slice available at
LUNCH 11AM - 4PM

OPEN DAILY 11AM -9PM

LOCAL DELIVERY ALWAYS AVAILABLE ($2.50)

Stop by for your
next favorite

book

Serving Lamorinda since 1976

Books for All
Ages

276 Village Square,
Orinda

925 - 254 - 7606
S Open Mon. - Sat., 10:00 - 5:00

Watch for Shop Moraga Oct. 23

Call for Advertising 925.377.0977

Orinda’s Lowest Gas Prices

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Mon -Sat5am-12 am;
Sun6am-11pm
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Licensed #805794, insured

Call 925-377-8733 for FREE Estimate

Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

Park Place &

WEALTH ADVISORS, INC.
A Registered Investment Advisor
® Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning
¢ Charitable Planning ¢ Educational Funding
401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ® 925-254-7766
Securities offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services

offered through Park Place Wealth Advisors, Inc. Osaic Wealth is separately owned and other entities
and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are i of Osaic Wealth.




